
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to the victims and survivors of sexual assault and child sexual 

abuse who had the courage to come forward. We dedicate our efforts to improving the health care and 

criminal justice response to all those who have suffered and to all the nameless victims of sexual assault 

whose stories remain untold. 
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Introduction and Background 

Overview 

The Butte-Glenn Sexual Assault Response Team (Butte-Glenn SART) is a multidisciplinary partnership 

of private and public agencies working collaboratively to support survivors of sexual assault and child 

sexual abuse. Given the complexity of these crimes, no single agency can address all survivor needs or 

investigative requirements alone. A coordinated, team-based approach strengthens individual agency 

responses and leads to more effective outcomes for survivors and the criminal justice system. 

 

Context for Local Data 

Between January 1, 2022, and December 31, 2024, 245 forensic medical examinations for evidence of 

sexual assault and child sexual abuse took place in Butte County. National research shows that this figure 

reflects only a small portion of the total number of sexual assaults and child sexual abuse incidents that 

occur in any community. 

 

Large-scale national studies demonstrate that: 

• Most victims do not report sexual assault to law enforcement. The National Crime Victimization 

Survey (NCVS) shows that only about 21% of sexual assaults are reported to police (Rennison, 

2002; U.S. GAO, 2024). 

• Many victims never seek medical care or receive a forensic medical exam. Studies reviewing 

police-reported cases show that approximately half of reported adult sexual assaults result in a 

forensic medical exam (Urban Institute, 2014). 

• Child sexual abuse is significantly underreported, with national estimates indicating that only 

about 12% of cases come to the attention of authorities (NSVRC, 2023). 

 

Together, these facts suggest that the 245 exams conducted in Butte County over this three-year period 

represent only a fraction of sexual violence in our region. Because the number of exams only includes 

victims who reached medical care, we know there are likely many more cases that remain unreported, 

undisclosed, or medically unexamined. 

 

Background 

The U.S. Department of Justice defines sexual assault as “any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by 

Federal, tribal, or State law, including when the victim lacks capacity to consent” (U.S. Department of 

Justice, n.d.). 

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), sexual violence affects millions of 

people in the United States each year. These numbers almost certainly underestimate the true burden, as 

many survivors do not disclose the assault due to shame, fear of retaliation, concerns for safety, cultural 

stigma, or a belief that disclosure will not lead to help or justice (CDC, 2022). 

 

Key National Findings 

Research demonstrates that: 

• Sexual violence is common. More than 1 in 2 women and nearly 1 in 3 men have experienced 

sexual violence involving physical contact. Approximately 1 in 4 women and 1 in 26 men have 
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experienced completed or attempted rape (CDC, 2022). About 1 in 9 men have been made to 

penetrate someone during their lifetime, and 1 in 3 women and 1 in 9 men have experienced sexual 

harassment in a public place (CDC, 2022). 

• Sexual violence begins early. More than 4 in 5 female rape survivors were first assaulted before 

age 25, and nearly half were assaulted before age 18, highlighting the profound prevalence of 

sexual violence on children and adolescents (CDC, 2022). 

• Certain groups are disproportionately affected. Women, racial and ethnic minority groups, and 

Indigenous populations experience higher rates of sexual violence. More than 2 in 5 non-Hispanic 

American Indian or Alaska Native women and non-Hispanic multiracial women report having 

been raped in their lifetime (CDC, 2022). 

• Sexual violence is costly. The lifetime economic burden of rape is estimated at $122,461 per 

survivor, including medical care, mental health treatment, lost productivity, criminal justice costs 

and reduced quality of life (Peterson et al., 2017). 

• The health repercussions of sexual violence are severe and long-lasting. Survivors frequently 

experience chronic physical and psychological consequences, including depression, anxiety, 

chronic pain, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and increased risk for suicidality (CDC, 

2022). Survivors are also more likely to use alcohol or other substances as a means of coping with 

trauma. 

 

These national patterns illustrate the profound health, social, and economic consequences of sexual 

violence and the need for comprehensive, trauma-informed, multidisciplinary response systems. 

 

Butte-Glenn Sexual Assault Response Team 

The Butte County Sexual Assault Response Team (Butte County SART) formed in 2009 as a 

multidisciplinary, collaborative team composed of private and public agencies and a countywide program 

designed to serve sexual assault survivors. In 2024, Glenn County joined the sexual assault response team 

(SART), which became the Butte-Glenn Sexual Assault Response Team (Butte-Glenn SART). A group 

of professionals from both counties, the Butte-Glenn County SART recognizes that no one agency can 

successfully address all aspects of sexual violence, given the complex nature of the crime. Collaboration 

strengthens the response of individual agencies and unites them in a coordinated team approach. As a 

cohesive team, the Butte-Glenn SART generates a stronger response and more effective outcomes for 

victims/survivors and the criminal justice system.   

 

The Butte-Glenn SART is a coordinated, multidisciplinary system designed to support survivors of sexual 

assault and child sexual abuse. Through collaboration between Enloe Health, Oroville Hospital, Butte and 

Glenn counties’ law enforcement agencies and district attorneys’ offices, Catalyst Domestic Violence 

Services, the California Department of Justice Bureau of Forensic Services (BFS) crime laboratories, and 

other community partners, the SART model aims to help survivors regain control, restore dignity, and 

improve access to individualized, trauma-informed care. 
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In addition to supporting victim/survivor recovery, the Butte-Glenn SART promotes offender 

accountability by ensuring accurate evidence collection, clear documentation and effective data sharing 

within the criminal justice system. This coordinated approach strengthens the community’s overall 

response to sexual violence while prioritizing survivors’ safety, health and empowerment. 

 

Butte-Glenn SART System 

Forensic nurse examiners conduct forensic medical exams for adult and adolescent sexual assault cases, 

as well as suspect exams, at Enloe Health Enloe Medical Center and Oroville Hospital. Enloe Health’s 

forensic nurse examiners also provide pediatric child sexual abuse forensic medical exams, ensuring that 

children in Butte and surrounding counties receive developmentally appropriate, trauma-informed care. 

 

Forensic nurse examiners are registered nurses specially trained in the medical, psychological, legal, and 

evidentiary aspects of sexual assault and child sexual abuse. Their work extends beyond routine clinical 

care. Forensic nurse examiners perform trauma-informed comprehensive medical evaluations and 

treatment; identify, collect, and preserve physical and biological evidence using nationally accepted 

forensic protocols; use written, photographic, and diagrammatic methods to document injuries; and 

maintain strict chain-of-custody procedures. Their specialized training allows them to recognize subtle 

injuries, identify probative evidence, and ensure that the forensic evidence collected is reliable, objective, 

and admissible in court. 

 

A key component of the forensic nursing role is providing expert testimony in criminal court proceedings. 

Forensic nurses may be called upon to explain exam findings, injury or non-injury patterns, normal and 

abnormal anogenital anatomy, the significance of the absence of injury, medical documentation, evidence 

collection processes, forensic photography, and trauma responses. Their testimonies help judges and juries 

accurately interpret complex medical and forensic information. 

 

Having trained forensic nurse examiners available to respond at two hospitals within Butte County 

enhances the region’s capacity to provide a timely, coordinated, compassionate and survivor-centered 

response. The presence of these caregivers at both facilities reduces travel burdens for survivors, 

minimizes delays, and ensures that law enforcement receives high-quality forensic documentation and 

evidence, which is essential for effective investigations. 

 

The current SART system ensures access to forensic medical exams, integrates advocacy with medical 

care and facilitates expert evidence collection and courtroom expertise. In this system: 

1. Any person who is sexually assaulted or abused in Butte, Glenn or neighboring counties, regardless 

of that person’s insurance coverage, economic situation, immigration status, gender, age, or 

background, has access to a forensic medical exam performed by trained professionals. 

2. Trained advocates from Catalyst, the region’s sexual assault and domestic violence advocacy 

organization, offer immediate, confidential, trauma-informed support to survivors. Advocates 

provide emotional support, crisis intervention, safety planning, and information about rights and 

available resources. 



4 

 

3. Timely, meticulous and legally defensible evidence collection takes place. Forensic nursing 

experts are available to explain medical and forensic findings in criminal courts, thereby 

strengthening investigations and prosecutions. 

 

Together, these elements form a comprehensive, collaborative SART response that prioritizes survivors’ 

safety and well-being while supporting effective law enforcement and criminal justice processes. 

 

Evidentiary Kit Testing 

Butte and Glenn counties partner with the BFS crime labs to provide rapid DNA service (RADS) for every 

victim who receives a forensic medical exam for evidence of sexual assault. In addition to the traditional 

evidence kit, which routinely includes 30 or more collection swabs, additional swabs indicated by the 

patient’s history or forensic exam, and a patient reference sample, the forensic nurse collects up to three 

of the most probative swabs plus a reference sample for the RADS kit. These swabs are the samples most 

likely to contain suspect DNA based on the assault history and forensic findings. These RADS samples 

are sent directly from the exam room to the crime lab, where they are processed and analyzed within 

approximately 120 business days. The larger traditional kit, along with clothing and other evidence, is 

booked into evidence by the jurisdictional law enforcement agency, pending RADS analysis. 

  

If sufficient DNA is recovered from the RADS swabs to generate a profile, that profile is uploaded into 

the Combined DNA Index System (CODIS), a nationwide database containing DNA from known 

offenders, felony arrestees and unsolved crimes. The investigating law enforcement agency and the district 

attorney’s office receive real-time electronic notifications of RADS results, including any CODIS 

associations or suspect identifications. A result showing no detectable DNA on the RADS swabs does not 

indicate that an assault did not occur. 

  

Under the current California Department of Justice interpretation of California Penal Code § 680, the 

analysis of the three RADS swabs is considered sufficient for a kit to be classified as “tested.” However, 

not all crime labs interpret or implement the statute in the same way, and some municipal and county 

laboratories continue to conduct DNA analysis on the primary evidence kit. Regardless of interpretation, 

the evidence in the primary evidence kit remains available for full analysis upon request. Law 

enforcement, the district attorney’s office or the crime lab may request this analysis based on investigative 

needs and case circumstances.1 

  

Patients receive a unique kit number at the time of the exam and may track the status of their RADS 

evidence kit through the California Department of Justice Victims’ Services SAFE-T database portal. 

  

 
1 California Penal Code § 680, (“The Sexual Assault Victims’ DNA Bill of Rights”) mandates that law enforcement submit 

sexual assault evidence kits for testing within defined timelines and notify victims of the results (California Department of 

Justice, Division of Law Enforcement, 2024). The statute does not specify which individual items within a kit must be tested. 

This has resulted in differing laboratory practices. The Bureau of Forensic Services considers analysis of the three RADS 

swabs sufficient to meet statutory testing requirements. 
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Butte-Glenn SART Member Organizations 

The Butte-Glenn SART includes Enloe Health and Oroville Hospital; representatives from Butte County 

agencies, including the Butte County District Attorney’s Office and its Victim Assistance Bureau, the 

Butte County Department of Public Health, and the Butte County Sherriff’s Office; the Chico, Oroville, 

Gridley, and Paradise police departments; and institutes of higher education, including California State 

University, Chico, and Butte-Glenn Community College; representatives from Glenn County agencies, 

including the Glenn County District Attorney’s Office, Glenn County Child Welfare Services, the Glenn 

County Sheriff’s Office, and the Orland Police Department. Victim advocacy agencies include Catalyst 

Domestic Violence Services and DeafSAFE. Additionally, the Butte-Glenn SART works in close 

partnership with the BFS crime labs in Chico and Redding and the Jan Bashinski DNA Laboratory in 

Richmond.  

 

Enloe Health 

Enloe Health has cared for people in the North State since 1913, when Newton Thomas Enloe, M.D., 

established Enloe Hospital on Flume Street in Chico. Today, Enloe is a proudly independent, nonprofit 

health system with a 264-bed hospital, a Level II Trauma Center, more than a dozen ambulatory clinics, 

multiple campuses, the only hospital-owned and -operated air ambulance service in California, and one 

mission: to elevate the health of our communities. With that objective, the Enloe Health Emergency 

Department serves more than 75,000 patients each year. Enloe’s fully staffed forensic medical services 

department is honored to care for people who have been victimized by sexual assault and violence. 

 

Enloe became a founding partner of the Butte-Glenn SART in 2009 and has been a member of the team 

ever since. The health system’s Sexual Assault Forensic Examination (SAFE) team is composed of 10 

registered nurses specially trained as forensic nurse examiners. They are available every day of the year 

to provide medical assessment, treatment and comprehensive forensic medical exams for anyone who has 

experienced sexual assault or child sexual abuse, ensuring care is available to all individuals regardless of 

age, background or insurance status. These forensic nurse examiners provide trauma-informed medical 

care and expertly collect and preserve forensic evidence. They are trained to recognize, assess and respond 

to non-lethal strangulation, a high-risk form of violence that is often missed without specialized 

evaluation. Each forensic nurse examiner is skilled in forensic photography, detailed documentation and 

evidence collection techniques that meet strict chain-of-custody standards. In addition, the nurses testify 

as expert witnesses in court, providing professional interpretation of forensic medical findings to support 

the pursuit of justice for patients and their families.  

 

Enloe’s SAFE coordinator served as chair of the Butte County SART (during 2024, 2020-22, and 2014) 

and participates on the Butte County Child Abuse Response Team. This person serves on the 

multidisciplinary committee that addresses commercial sexual exploitation of children and human 

trafficking and provides training to multidisciplinary partners, forensic examiners, and legislators 

throughout the state of California.  

 



6 

 

Oroville Hospital 

Oroville Hospital takes patients’ healing seriously and is dedicated to always providing the finest 

personalized health care to Oroville and the surrounding communities. The hospital’s health care 

professionals are committed to providing the finest medical care to Butte County and Northern California 

residents. Oroville Hospital is dedicated to meeting the most rigorous standards of excellence. The 

Oroville Hospital Sexual Assault Response Team (Oroville Hospital SART) provides medical and 

forensic response 24 hours a day to victims of sexual assault who are age 14 or older and come into the 

hospital’s emergency department. There are four specially trained registered nurses who serve as forensic 

nurse examiners at Oroville Hospital. These forensic nurses provide medical evaluation and treatment, 

collect evidence for forensic purposes, and testify in court as necessary. Each forensic nurse strives to 

minimize the trauma experienced by sexual assault victims and provide care in a safe, friendly, and 

compassionate environment. Oroville Hospital coordinates with law enforcement and victim advocates to 

provide the highest quality care. The Oroville Hospital SART has two forensic nurse team leaders. 

 

Butte County District Attorney’s Office 

The Butte County District Attorney’s Office seeks justice in all criminal cases, investigating crimes, 

carefully evaluating evidence, determining whether cases should be filed and determining the severity of 

charges. The investigators and prosecutors at the Butte County DA’s Office are tasked with maintaining 

public safety, deterring future criminal behavior, and protecting the rights of both victims and the accused. 

The mission of the Butte County DA’s Office is: “To do justice, as no one is above the law, nor beneath 

its protection.” The Butte County DA’s Office works collaboratively with the SART to ensure victims are 

heard, treated and cared for through a trauma-informed model. Safeguarding the rights of victims and 

maintaining support for them through the process are top priorities of the Butte County DA’s Office. By 

working to secure a conviction in criminal cases, prosecutors help provide closure and a sense of justice 

to victims of crime and their families. 

 

Butte County District Attorney’s Office, Victim Assistance Bureau 

The Victim Assistance Bureau of the Butte County District Attorney’s Office offers services to adult and 

minor sexual assault victims through the California Victim Compensation Board. These services include 

paying for medical and mental health treatments, relocation costs, and residential security. If the 

perpetrator is charged in criminal court, the Victim Assistance Bureau also offers advocacy services. The 

bureau provides information about the criminal justice process, notification of criminal justice events, 

courtroom viewing in advance of testimony, court escorts and support, and assistance with victim impact 

statements and restitution. 

 

Butte County Department of Public Health 

The Butte County Department of Public Health (BCPHD) runs more than 50 programs serving children, 

mothers, families, adults, small businesses, animals and the environment. The department’s daily 

commitment is to promote healthy behavior and resources, prevent illness, and protect the health of 

residents and visitors in Butte County. As a nationally accredited health department, the Butte County 

Department of Public Health is involved in a variety of community-based activities that engage residents 
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in the planning, evaluation and implementation of health improvements in their communities. The 

department supports SART activities through partner collaboration, shared leadership duties and the 

compilation and review of forensic medical exam data. 

 

Butte County Sheriff’s Office 

The members of the Butte County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) are committed to providing constitutional, 

ethical and professional service to the residents of Butte County. The mission of the BCSO is to protect 

and serve the residents of Butte County by providing vigorous, ethical, efficient law enforcement and 

increasing public awareness of personal safety and security measures. Additionally, the BCSO provides 

humane custody and care for those incarcerated in the Butte County Jail. 

 

The BCSO serves all residents of Butte County by providing a complex combination of public safety and 

public service functions. The BCSO provides around-the-clock law enforcement responses to all 

unincorporated areas of Butte County and to the City of Biggs. In addition to 24-hour policing, the BCSO 

offers a full range of services to all of Butte County as required by law. These include coroner, civil, court 

security and corrections services. 

 

In 2024, the BCSO demonstrated its commitment to serving Butte County residents in numerous ways 

every day. Deputies responded to 58,906 calls for service. The Butte County Sheriff’s Office 

Communication Center received 143,379 calls, and 27,456 of these were 911 emergency calls. The 

Warrants Unit processed more than 4,300 warrants, entering related data into in-house, state and national 

databases. The Coroner’s Office investigated 724 cases. 

 

The BCSO strives to minimize the trauma experienced by child abuse and sexual assault victims. Its 

detectives investigate all reported child abuse and sexual assault cases and pursue the expeditious 

apprehension and conviction of suspects when appropriate. 

 

Chico Police Department 

The Chico Police Department provides law enforcement services to a population of more than 100,000 

citizens — roughly half of the estimated 207,000 residents of Butte County. Additionally, Chico is a 

destination city for visitors who come to Chico to shop, recreate or further their education. Accordingly, 

the actual day-to-day population may be even greater. Investigation of sexual assault related offenses is 

an agency focus. The Chico Police Department prides itself on being a survivor-first organization 

dedicated to serving our community with courage, integrity and respect. The police department 

investigated 182 rapes from Jan. 1, 2022, to Dec. 31, 2024. The Chico Police Department investigated 

more than 130 sexual assault-related offenses. These crimes were in addition to rape investigations and 

included sexual battery, unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor, oral copulation, sodomy, lewd or 

lascivious acts with children, sexual penetration with foreign objects, indecent exposure, and annoying or 

molesting victims under 18. 
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The Chico Police Department is composed of about 100 sworn officers, 63 non-sworn personnel and 

volunteers who serve in a variety of essential capacities. The command structure is composed of a chief, 

two captains and six lieutenants. Currently, six detectives and two sergeants are dedicated to investigating 

sexual assaults and working with the prosecutor’s offices to prepare cases that exceed the “necessary 

beyond a reasonable doubt” standard. At a minimum, Chico Police Department detectives are trained and 

certified in sexual assault investigations and child sexual abuse investigations through the Robert Presley 

Institute of Criminal Investigations (ICI). Investigators and officers also receive other ongoing training, 

regularly coordinating with sexual assault responses with partnering Butte-Glenn SART members. Also, 

a team of 12 officers and one sergeant with additional CSI training are always available for evidence 

collection and crime scene documentation. Finally, a program specialist is assigned to ensuring that 

Chico’s 220 registered sex offenders remain in compliance. 

 

As an agency central to the law enforcement response against sexual assault in our region, the Chico Police 

Department will continue as a dedicated SART partner focused on protecting our community and fighting 

for survivor justice. 

 

Oroville Police Department 

The Oroville Police Department serves and protects a population of more than 20,000 citizens and the 

citizenry of neighboring feeder communities. As a result of people from neighboring communities 

working and shopping in Oroville, the day-to-day population grows. The Oroville Police Department is 

composed of approximately 31 sworn peace officers, and approximately 30 non-sworn members of the 

department. 

 

The sworn peace officers are organized into the Oroville Police Department’s Patrol and Investigations 

divisions. Currently, the Investigations Division comprises an investigations lieutenant, a full-time 

detective, a street crimes sergeant and two street crimes police officers. The full-time detective primarily 

focuses on sexual-based criminal investigations, including rape, child molestation, child pornography, and 

forcible sexual acts, and supervises the sex offender registry. Both the investigations lieutenant and the 

detective have received training in sexual assault investigation and have experience working those cases 

as well as working with collateral agencies to support victims.  

 

Gridley Police Department 

The Gridley Police Department is composed of 16 full-time sworn, four part-time sworn and five full-

time public safety dispatchers, one records and property technician, one dispatch/records supervisor, one 

school resource officer, two detectives and an animal control officer. The police department’s staff are 

committed to providing the highest quality of service to Gridley’s quaint community of 7,421 residents 

and to the city’s business owners and visitors each year. The department receives approximately 3,000 

911 calls and 16,000 calls for service per year.  
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The mission of the Gridley Police Department is to work in partnership with the community, serving with 

integrity, honor and professionalism. Advocacy and supporting the rights of victims throughout Butte 

County remain top priorities. 

 

The Gridley Police Department is committed to maintaining comprehensive knowledge and procedures 

to ensure victims receive appropriate responses, access to resources, and thorough investigations. Law 

enforcement often serves as the first point of contact for victims, establishing the foundation for advocacy 

and guidance through collaboration with medical facilities, crisis centers, and the Butte County District 

Attorney’s Office. 

 

The Gridley Police Department strives to be a vital part of this network by staying informed about 

available resources, handling each case with care and professionalism, and promoting awareness of crime 

prevalence. Its goal is to empower victims with a voice and provide them with the support they need 

throughout their experiences. 

 

Paradise Police Department 

The Paradise Police Department’s mission is to serve the members of the community and to protect their 

lives, liberties, and property. With well-trained and professional personnel, the police department strives 

to provide Paradise with a sense of safety, security, and trust. The department prepares for this 

responsibility through a commitment to training and community awareness. 

 

The Paradise Police Department serves its community with integrity, honesty, dedication, loyalty and 

professionalism while striving for excellence in all it does. The police department values its responsive 

relationship with its community. 

 

By using its available resources, the Paradise Police Department vows to vigorously and professionally 

pursue those who commit crimes and be sensitive and empathetic to those who have been victimized. It 

endeavors to improve the quality of life in Paradise. 

 

The people of the Paradise Police Department are its most valuable assets. The police department promotes 

pride and maintains an atmosphere of cooperation, understanding and teamwork. Its members recognize 

each member as individuals and treat each other with respect, dignity and fairness. 

 

The Paradise Police Department will prepare for the future to meet the changing needs of its town. In all 

things, the police department will never compromise its core principles and values. 

 

California State University, Chico, Police Department 

The California State University, Chico, Police Department envisions pursuing a holistic approach to 

safety, advancing university policing to new heights of excellence within the California State University 

system and beyond. Its mission is to partner with students, staff, and faculty to foster a safe, inclusive, and 

welcoming environment where all members of the Wildcat community can thrive. 
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The police department is guided by core values that reflect its commitment to community success, 

diversity, equity, and inclusion, shared governance, and civic and community engagement. The California 

State University, Chico, Police Department strives to create an inclusive environment where every 

individual is valued, respected and supported; to affirm and celebrate our rich diversity while promoting 

equity-minded practices and a sense of belonging; to uphold integrity, ethics, collaboration, accountability 

and transparency through shared governance; and to inspire informed, responsible, and engaged 

community members who advocate for safety. 

 

California State University, Chico, WellCat Safe Place 

CSU, Chico, WellCat Safe Place provides confidential advocacy services for students, staff and faculty 

affected by sexual assault, intimate partner abuse, sexual exploitation, stalking or harassment. It offers 

advocacy support, prevention education, and linkage to services on and off campus. 

 

During the 2018-19 through 2020-21 academic years, WellCat Safe Place provided direct advocacy 

services to 515 students, staff and faculty who had been harmed. After returning to campus from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, during the academic years 2021-22, it provided direct advocacy services to 357 

campus members. In the academic year of 2022-23, WellCat Safe Place provided direct advocacy services 

to 313 campus members and prevention education based on affirmative consent, sexual assault, coercion, 

and bystander intervention to 2,762 campus members. 

 

WellCat Safe Place provides Title IX advocacy and navigation; criminal justice and legal advocacy; 

academic accommodations and advocacy; housing accommodations and accompaniment to court, the 

hospital, and police departments; and appropriate responses to various campus locations. It strives to 

create a culture of consent and healthy relationships that fosters a campus environment free of 

interpersonal harm for all students, faculty, and staff at CSU, Chico. All services of WellCat Safe Place 

are free, confidential and voluntary. 

 

California State University, Chico, Equal Opportunity and Dispute Resolution (Title IX) 

The Equal Opportunity and Dispute Resolution (EODR) office at CSU, Chico, receives and investigates 

reports of discrimination and harassment based on protected statuses, Title-IX-related harms, or harms 

that are sexual in nature (including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct/sexual assault, dating and 

domestic violence, sexual exploitation, and stalking), prohibited consensual relationships, and related 

retaliation affecting campus community members. 

 

The California State University Chancellor’s Office requires EODR to track data for each academic year 

to monitor trends and help with prevention efforts. During the 2021-22 academic year, the Title IX office 

received approximately 81 Title-IX-related reports. Under the direction of the CSU Chancellor’s Office, 

campuses did not report annual figures for the 2022-23 academic year while the CSU Chancellor’s Office 

finalized new guidance for data collection and reporting. During the 2023-24 academic year, EODR 

received approximately 110 Title-IX-related reports. Additional information regarding EODR’s annual 
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report data, including an in-depth review of the challenges and opportunities EODR faces, please see the 

university’s Title IX webpage.  

 

The Title IX office provides support to students affected by Title-IX-related harm and conduct 

investigations when the conduct, as alleged, may violate the CSU Nondiscrimination Policy. Support may 

include academic or workplace assistance; connecting individuals to counseling or other relevant 

emotional/mental health support, housing, and other basic-need resources; issuing no-contact directives 

or facilitating reports to law enforcement; and more. 

 

While all students and employees must complete an annual online training on Title IX, the Title IX office 

offers an in-person, focused training for resident advisors, fraternity and sorority members, athletes, and 

coaches. The office also provides in-person training as requested on affirmative consent; handling 

disclosures; reporting obligations and how to report incidents, policies, and procedures; peer ambassador 

training; and bystander intervention. 

 

The Title IX office partners with WellCat Safe Place on awareness campaigns such as Stalking Awareness 

Month in January, Sexual Assault Awareness Month in April and Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

in October.   

 

Catalyst Domestic Violence Services 

Catalyst Domestic Violence Services has had a long-standing commitment to supporting the Butte-Glenn 

SART, recognizing the intersection between domestic and sexual violence that many community members 

face. For more than 45 years, Catalyst has had a primary mission to support survivors of intimate partner 

violence, and in many circumstances, this has included survivors who have experienced sexual assault 

within the context of abusive relationships as well as outside of relationships. In October 2023, Catalyst 

became the official provider of sexual assault services in Butte and Glenn counties, which has allowed 

Catalyst to have a direct impact in addressing the needs of survivors through a range of compassionate 

and responsive supports and services. These services include phone and in-person crisis counseling, 

therapy provided by pre-licensed and licensed therapists, law enforcement and forensic medical exam 

advocacy and accompaniment, legal advocacy, and prevention and outreach. 

 

In January 2024, Catalyst initiated advocacy and accompaniment services for survivors of sexual assault 

through a 24/7 response team. Response advocates are sexual assault counselors who are on-call staff and 

volunteers of Catalyst. They are specifically trained to accompany survivors through the reporting process 

and forensic medical exams, attending to survivors and providing unconditional support and acceptance. 

Advocates support survivors during interactions with law enforcement officers, medical examiners, legal 

personnel, friends, and family members and help survivors access emergency community resources. 

 

In 2024, Catalyst received 87 requests to respond to survivors of sexual assault. These requests came at 

all hours of the day, with most requests occurring between noon and midnight. Requests primarily came 
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from the law enforcement agency who had jurisdiction, Enloe Health or Oroville Hospital, with limited 

first contact coming directly from the survivor. 

 

Of the 87 times Catalyst responded in 2024, Enloe Health was the location for 99% of responses, and 

Oroville Hospital was the location for 1% of responses. During these responses, Catalyst interacted with 

the Butte County Sheriff’s Office; the CSU, Chico, Police Department; the Oroville Police Department; 

the Paradise Police Department; the Glenn County Sheriff’s Office; the Orland Police Department; the 

California Highway Patrol; and the Colusa County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

During 52% of the 87 responses, survivors chose to have a Catalyst advocate accompany them to a forensic 

medical exam. During 35% of the responses, survivors opted to have a friend or family member 

accompany them. During 13% of the responses, survivors did not receive an exam. 

 

Regardless of whether survivors chose to have Catalyst advocates accompany them into the exam room, 

the vast majority of survivors desired follow-up services from the organization. During 81% of Catalyst’s 

87 responses, survivors requested that Catalyst call them within the following few days. 

 

For any survivor interested in a follow-up call, Catalyst calls within three days of the initial contact. During 

this call, an advocate checks in on how they are doing and makes a plan to continue connecting for services 

that will promote their long-term safety and healing. From first contact to ongoing services, Catalyst 

Response Advocates are an integral part of the Butte-Glenn SART. They provide compassionate, trauma-

informed and survivor-centered care to individuals affected by sexual violence while ensuring that 

survivors are afforded the full scope of their legal rights.  

 

DeafSAFE 

DeafSAFE is a program of NorCal Services for Deaf & Hard of Hearing that serves Sacramento and 24 

surrounding counties. The program supports deaf and hard-of-hearing survivors of domestic violence, 

sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking through advocacy, education, and culturally accessible 

services in American Sign Language. DeafSAFE also trains professionals to ensure accessible, trauma-

informed care. With offices in Sacramento, Stockton, Yuba City and Redding, DeafSAFE works to 

empower survivors and educate communities. 

 

Glenn County District Attorney’s Office 

The Glenn County District Attorney’s office is dedicated to ensuring that justice is served on behalf of the 

residents of Glenn County. Its mission is to prosecute criminal violations of law with integrity and to 

support and protect the rights of victims of crime within Glenn County.   

 

Glenn County District Attorney’s Office, Victim/Witness Program  

The Victim/Witness Program of the Glenn County District Attorney’s office serves all victims and 

witnesses of interpersonal crime. Victims and witnesses may suffer from physical injury, disability, 

emotional trauma, and more. The aftermath of a crime may leave people feeling alone and confused. The 
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Victim Witness Assistance Program’s victim advocates are here to help. An advocate may assist with 

crisis support, emergency safety, accompaniment to forensic medical exams, relocation needs, guidance 

through the criminal justice system, case updates and court accompaniment, safety planning, assistance 

with victim impact statements, and help obtaining protection orders. The program’s advocates can apply 

on behalf of eligible victims and witnesses for compensation from the California Victim Compensation 

Board to potentially receive assistance with counseling, medical bills, home security improvements, 

funeral costs, lost wages, relocation, and/or 40 sessions of therapy. 

 

Glenn County Child Welfare Services 

Glenn County Child Welfare Services (CWS) runs a 24/7 hotline for reports of child abuse and neglect. 

CWS investigates reports of allegations that meet the necessary criteria and often works in collaboration 

with law enforcement. CWS also provides forensic interviews for child sexual abuse allegations, and these 

are coordinated with the district attorney and law enforcement. 

 

Beyond investigations, CWS provides comprehensive case management services for families and youth. 

These services include prevention and voluntary family maintenance, in which CWS connects families 

with vital resources to enhance families’ well-being and prevent their separation. 

 

CWS also manages and provides services for families involved in court-ordered family maintenance, 

family reunification, and permanency planning. CWS conducts intensive assessments and holds Child & 

Family Team meetings to create case plans that will best support victims and survivors.  

 

CWS connects families to Westside Domestic Violence Shelter, behavioral health services, substance use 

disorder services, Triple P Positive Parenting Program classes, community action housing services and 

more. 

 

CWS is committed to family healing, community connection and resilience building. It is a strengths-

based program focused on whole-family care. 
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2022-24 Butte County Sexual Assault and Child Sexual Abuse Forensic Medical Examination Data 

Number of Exams Conducted 

A total of 245 forensic medical exams for evidence of sexual assault and child sexual abuse were 

conducted for persons 6 months and older from January 2022 through December 2024 in Butte County. 

 

Enloe Health and Oroville Hospital have trained forensic nurse examiners who provide medical 

assessment and treatment, conducting medical exams for sexual assault for adolescents and adults. Enloe’s 

forensic nurse examiners provide pediatric child sexual abuse exams. During 2022-24, Enloe conducted 

the majority of exams (87%), which is a notable increase from 2021 (77%). 
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Monthly exam numbers ranged from one to 12. Overall, there were no consistent seasonal patterns, 

although July tended to have the highest exam counts. 
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Type of Exams Conducted 

Depending on the circumstances of the reported sexual assault, there are different exam types. Of the 245 

exams conducted from 2022-24, 222 (91%) were CALOES 2-923, which is the exam type used to provide 

comprehensive medical care and forensic evaluation for adult and adolescent patients following sexual 

assault.  

 

Twelve (5%) exams conducted were CAL OES 2-924 (VAWA), which are identical to the 2-923 exams 

in terms of medical care and forensic evaluation. The only difference is the patient’s choice not to report 

to law enforcement at the time of the exam per the Violence Against Women Act. 

 

Seven (3%) exams conducted were CAL OES 2-930, which is an urgent exam performed for pediatric 

patients within five days of alleged sexual abuse. 

 

Two (<1%) exams conducted were CAL OES 2-950, which is an exam that provides forensic evaluation 

for an identified suspect pursuant to legal authority. 

 

One (<1%) exam conducted was CAL OES 2-925, which is an exam that provides medical and forensic 

evaluation for pediatric patients seen more than five days after alleged sexual abuse. 
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Authorizing Law Enforcement Agency 

The jurisdictional law enforcement agency is the law enforcement agency where the crime occurred. The 

jurisdictional law enforcement agency is responsible for the investigation. It is also responsible for 

providing reimbursement for the cost of the forensic medical exam and the cost of transporting sexual 

assault victims to a hospital with a trained forensic medical exam team. 

 

In some instances, victims are assaulted outside of the area but do not report or request a forensic medical 

exam until they are closer to home and feel safe. In these cases, a local law enforcement agency 

coordinates with the jurisdictional agency to take a preliminary report and coordinate with the forensic 

medical exam team to take custody of the evidence collected during the forensic medical exam. These 

requests are referred to as “courtesy reports.” 

 

Law enforcement agencies authorized the vast majority of exams (99%), and Child Protective Services 

requested a small portion of the exams. Breakdowns for specific police departments and sheriff’s offices 

were similar to those from previous years (2014, 2016 and 2021). There were two law enforcement 

agencies that conducted courtesy reports during this review period: the Chico Police Department (11) and 

the Oroville Police Department (2). 
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Descriptive Measures of Victim 

Biological Sex of Victim 

Most exams (95%) were conducted for victims who reported their biological sex as female, with 4% 

reporting male and 1% not listed. 

 

Residence of Victim 

Most victims (85%) resided in Butte County. Residents of Glenn County accounted for 4% of the exams 

conducted. The remaining exams were conducted among other California residents spanning from Shasta 

to San Diego counties. 

 

Race/Ethnicity of Victim  

Almost 70% of the reported victims identified as white, which is higher than the overall population 

proportion in Butte and Glenn counties, which was 57% (Census Reporter). 

 

Of the reported victims, 12.6% identified as Hispanic, which is notably lower than the population 

proportion of the Hispanic population in Butte and Glenn counties, which was 33% (Census Reporter). It 

is important to note that these data only represent individuals who sought forensic medical exams. They 

do not capture the full burden of sexual violence in the community. Studied have shown that Hispanic 

women may be less likely to utilize formal services, including police services, medical and forensic 

services, and sexual assault advocacy programs. Consequently, the proportions observed may not be 

representative of the total number of assaults that occurred (Cuevas & Sabina, 2010). 

 

Sexual assault forensic medical exams show that certain groups experienced a higher risk relative to their 

population size. Native American residents, though a small population in Butte County, were about six 

times more likely to experience sexual assault compared with white residents. Black residents were about 

three times more likely. In contrast, Hispanic, Asian, and multiracial individuals had lower rates than 

white residents. These patterns highlight that Native American and Black individuals were the most 

overrepresented groups among victims receiving exams. 
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Age of Victim 

Young adults make up a large portion of exam recipients, with 55% under 25 years old. The ages of all 

patients ranged from 7 months to 82 years. The average age was 27, which is consistent with trends from 

2021. 
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Disability Status of Victim 

Beginning in 2020, disability status has been recorded for all exams at Enloe Health. From 2022-24, 13% 

of victims reported having a disability, up from 7% in 2021. For context, about 16.4 % of Butte County 

residents were living with a disability in 2023 (Butte County Public Health, 2023). 
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Tribal Affiliation of Victim 

In 2014, the Butte-Glenn SART began collecting information on tribal affiliation to better understand 

sexual assault among Native American populations. Only exams at Enloe Health included this question. 

From 2022-24, about 14% of victims reported a tribal affiliation, similar to patterns seen in 2021. This is 

higher than the 6% of victims who reported Native American ethnicity. The difference likely reflects that 

some tribal-affiliated individuals chose to answer the question, while others did not report their ethnicity. 
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Student Status of Victim 

Since 2014, the Butte-Glenn SART has included a question about student status on exams conducted at 

Enloe Health. From 2022-24, 49% of victims who provided this information were students at the time of 

their assault, an increase from 35% in 2021. The majority of student victims (61%) reported attending 

college. CSU, Chico, was the most common college attended (70%). 
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Housing Status of Victim 

Since 2014, the Butte-Glenn SART has collected information on housing status during exams at Enloe 

Health. From 2022-24, 16% of victims reported not having stable housing at the time of their assault. 
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Descriptive Measures of Sexual Assaults 

Assailants 

Nearly all victims (95%) identified a male as their primary assailant. Fewer than 1% identified a female, 

and 4% could not provide this information because of memory loss, unconsciousness, environmental 

conditions, or choosing not to answer. The term “primary assailant” refers to the first person the victim 

listed. 

 

Relationship of Victim and Assailant 

At least 68% of victims knew their assailant, while 25% reported that they did not. This information was 

not available for 7% of exams. Some of the missing responses may be due to memory loss or lapses in 

consciousness, making it difficult for the victim to identify whether they knew the assailant. 
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Assault Methods 

Assailants used a variety of methods, including intimidation and violence. Grabbing/holding/pinching was 

the most commonly reported method (53%). 
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Time of Assault 

From 2022-24, 54% of assaults with a known time took place between 10 p.m. and 3 a.m., which aligns 

with previous trends observed in 2016 and 2021. Sexual assault occurrences were reported most frequently 

from 1-2 a.m. 
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Voluntary Alcohol and Drug Use  

Voluntary use of alcohol is defined as any voluntary consumption of alcohol within the 12 hours before 

the assault. Voluntary drug use is defined as any voluntary illicit drug use within the 120 hours before the 

assault. Roughly 50% of victims reported using alcohol voluntarily, and 40% reported voluntary drug use. 

These trends are consistent with those seen in 2021. 
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Involuntary Alcohol and Drug Use 

Involuntary alcohol or drug use is defined as any involuntary consumption just prior to the assault or 

during the assault. The vast majority of exams (90%) did not report involuntary use of alcohol or drugs. 
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Exam Findings 

Physical Findings 

The majority of exams conducted (80%) reported physical findings. This is an increase from 67% of exams 

in 2021. 
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Evidence Samples 

The chart below shows the percentage of cases in which different types of evidence were collected. 

Foreign materials were collected in 87% of exams, and vaginal swabs were collected in 90% of exams for 

further analysis. Foreign materials may include suspected blood, dried secretions, debris, suspected semen 

or saliva, fingernail swabbing, and potential touch DNA. 
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Types of Findings 
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RADS Samples 

During a forensic medical exam, the forensic nurse examiner collects up to three of the most probative 

swabs and a patient reference sample swab for inclusion in the RADS kit. These are the samples most 

likely to contain suspect DNA based on the assault history and forensic findings. These RADS swabs are 

sent directly from the exam room to the crime lab, where they are processed and analyzed within 

approximately 120 business days. The larger traditional kit, which contains all other evidence collected, 

is booked into evidence by the jurisdictional law enforcement agency pending RADS analysis. For 89% 

of the exams conducted, RADS samples were submitted for testing. All exams for which RADS samples 

were submitted included three probative samples and one reference sample. RADS swabs are not 

submitted for non-acute pediatric exams or suspect exams. There is no potential DNA evidence collection 

for non-acute pediatric exams, and law enforcement takes custody of the suspect exam kits. It is also 

possible that RADS was sent for the other exams but not listed on the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services form. 
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Case Summaries 

Content Warning 

The following section includes descriptions of sexual assault and related trauma. These summaries are 

provided to illustrate the coordinated and effective response of the Butte-Glenn SART. Readers should 

review this section only if they feel prepared to do so. 

 

Case Summary: Ann 

In February 2022, Ann2 was putting her child to bed. Ou Nai Saetern came to her home and made unwanted 

sexual advances toward her. Ann told Saetern he needed to leave immediately.  

 

A few days later, Ann exited her bathroom attached to the master bedroom. She found Saetern sitting on 

her bed with a knife in his hand. Saetern barricaded her in the bedroom, propping a chair under the door 

handle to keep anyone else from entering the bedroom. Ann’s small child was still in the home. Saetern 

bound Ann with a string and demanded access to her social media and bank accounts. He stole $5,000 

from her bank account, electronically transferring the money to his account. 

 

Saetern bound Ann with duct tape, sexually assaulted her, took a brief shower and then sexually assaulted 

her again. Saetern photographed Ann while she was nude and exposed.  

 

The ordeal ended when Saetern took the keys to Ann’s car and drove to Sacramento, leaving the car parked 

at a shopping mall. Before he left, Saetern threatened that if Ann reported the incident to the police, he 

would send the explicit photos he had just taken to her friends, family, and acquaintances on her cell phone 

contact list. Worried that Saetern would know if she called police, Ann called her parents to tell them she 

had been assaulted, and her parents called the Chico Police Department. 

 

Chico Police Department officers transported Ann to Enloe Health for a forensic medical examination for 

evidence of sexual assault. One of Enloe’s specially trained forensic nurse examiners conducted the exam. 

The forensic nurse examiner provided medical assessment and treatment while collecting and 

documenting potential forensic evidence. The forensic nurse examiner obtained a focused medical history 

and the patient’s account of the assault. 

 

Ann reported to the forensic nurse examiner that the assailant had held a kitchen knife in his hand and told 

her, “I have a gun.” Ann described having her wrists tied with string and then later duct taped to her ankles. 

He “tied my hands behind my back,” she said. She further reported, “He threatened to kill me, cut off my 

pinky finger or stab me without hesitation.”  Ann then described a prolonged and violent sexual assault. 

 

Following the California Medical Protocol for Examination of Sexual Assault Victims, the forensic nurse 

performed a head-to-toe forensic medical examination, diagramming and documenting Ann’s injuries. 

These included ligature-like marks with tape-like residue on her wrists and genital injuries consistent with 

blunt force trauma, as seen in sexual assault. The forensic nurse examiner collected 38 routine and 

 
2 The names of survivors and witnesses have been changed to protect their identities. 
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potential-foreign-material evidence swabs, processed the swabs, and sealed them in the main evidence kit 

with the patient’s underwear and pubic-hair brushings. The forensic nurse examiner also obtained 103 

forensic photographs. 

 

The forensic nurse examiner submitted oral, vaginal and external genitalia evidence swabs and a patient-

reference buccal swab directly to a BFS crime lab for rapid DNA processing.  

 

The BFS crime lab developed a male DNA profile matching Saetern from the swabs collected from Ann’s 

external genitalia and vagina. 

 

A Chico Police Department detective took over the investigation and obtained a search warrant to search 

Saetern’s cell phone. The detective found photographs of Ann from the date of the sexual assaults and 

almost 100 images of child pornography. The detective also learned that Saetern had been convicted of 

child molestation in Shasta County in 2012 and was required to stay registered as a sex offender. However, 

Saetern had not registered since moving to Chico. 

 

During an interview with the police, Saetern denied engaging in sexual intercourse of any kind with Ann. 

 

A victim advocate from the Victim Assistance Bureau of the Butte County District Attorney’s Office 

worked closely with Ann throughout the criminal process, answering her questions and updating her on 

the proceedings. The advocate also supported Ann during multiple pretrial interviews and the trial process. 

 

An advocate from CSU, Chico, WellCat Safe Place also worked closely with Ann, providing updates and 

acting as a support person through the trial. 

 

A jury heard the case over the course of five days in October 2024. Ann, the forensic nurse and the Chico 

Police Department detective testified. The jury found Saetern guilty of two counts of rape, one count of 

forcible oral copulation and one count of attempted sexual penetration. The jury also found Saetern guilty 

of robbing Ann, stealing her car, failing to register as a sex offender and possessing child pornography. 

Additional sentence enhancements for the use of a knife, tying and binding a victim of sexual assault, and 

having a prior conviction for a sex offense were all found to be true. 

 

Saetern was sentenced to a term of 189 years to life in prison. 

 

This result would not have been possible without Ann’s bravery in reporting the incident, her courage 

while testifying at trial and the extraordinary collaboration between all of the agencies involved: Enloe 

Health, the Chico Police Department and the Butte County District Attorney’s Office. 
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Case Summary: Betty 

In August 2021, roommates of 69-year-old Betty called the police after 39-year-old Leonard Wilson 

forced his way inside of Betty’s home. Betty and Wilson were neighbors. Betty had befriended Wilson 

and wanted to help him get on his feet after he had been paroled from prison. 

 

On the morning of the incident, Wilson became enraged after Betty’s dog defecated in front of the 

apartment where Wilson lived. Wilson yelled and screamed at Betty, threatening to kill her and her dog. 

Wilson physically attacked Betty. Frightened, Betty retreated into her house and closed the screen door 

behind her. Wilson kicked the screen door in, entered her home and continued to yell at Betty. 

 

 Wilson grabbed Betty by the throat and again threatened to kill her before ordering her to go upstairs. On 

the way upstairs, Wilson encountered one of Betty’s roommates, 71-year-old Carl. Wilson threatened 

Carl, asking, “You want some?” before pushing Carl back into Carl’s bedroom. Unbeknownst to Betty or 

Wilson, Carl called 911. 

 

Betty locked herself in her bedroom, but Wilson kicked and punched the door, eventually gaining entry. 

He tore the clothes off Betty’s body, took his clothes off and attempted to rape Betty. When Wilson was 

unable to complete the act, he ordered Betty to orally copulate him. 

 

Thinking quickly, Betty lied and said she had herpes. Wilson then sexually assaulted Betty and attempted 

to sodomize her. Betty described the act as painful and told Wilson she had lubricant in another room. 

 

Wilson allowed Betty to leave, and Betty took the opportunity to escape, coming down the stairs to find 

officers from the Chico Police Department responding to the 911 call. 

 

Chico Police Department officers transported Betty to Enloe Health, where a physician in the Emergency 

Department evaluated her for assault and strangulation. The doctor medically cleared Betty for a forensic 

medical examination, and a forensic nurse examiner arrived to provide a forensic medical examination. 

 

The forensic nurse examiner assessed Betty’s medical condition, treated her, and collected and 

documented forensic evidence. The forensic nurse examiner also obtained a focused medical history from 

Betty, who reported that she was postmenopausal and had not engaged in consensual sexual activity for 

more than seven years. 

 

As part of the forensic medical examination, Betty provided a description of the assault to guide medical 

evaluation and evidence collection. She reported being pushed into a fence near the back gate of her 

residence, forcibly restrained by the neck, threatened with death and assaulted inside her home.  

 

She reported being struck in the face multiple times and strangled three times. She also reported that the 

assailant threatened to kill her, her roommate and her dogs. Wilson had stated to her, “I didn’t go to prison 

for nothing. I’m going to kill you. You think I’m playing?” while tapping a tattoo on his forearm. 
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Betty described an intense struggle and said she had screamed while Wilson had sexually assaulted her, 

attempted to sodomize her and tried to force oral copulation. She reported feeling trapped, fearing for her 

life and hoping someone had called 911. The patient described the assault as prolonged and expressed 

extreme fear of being killed. 

 

Following the California Medical Protocol for Examination of Sexual Assault Victims, the forensic nurse 

examiner performed a head-to-toe forensic medical examination, diagramming and documenting the 

patient’s injuries. The findings included dried blood on Betty’s upper and lower lips; bruising, swelling, 

redness, and tenderness of the right cheek; and multiple bruises and abrasions to the chest, back, and upper 

extremities. Genital examination revealed lacerations, tears, bruising, extreme tenderness and active 

vaginal bleeding. The forensic nurse examiner also noted anal tenderness with erythema. Betty 

experienced significant pain during the pelvic exam, which limited parts of the process, but bravely 

tolerated the procedure. 

 

The forensic nurse examiner collected a total of 52 routine and potential-foreign-material swabs and sealed 

them in the primary evidence kit with a foreign black hair. The forensic nurse examiner also collected a 

bloodstained sheet, which was under Betty when she was in the Emergency Department, as well as Betty’s 

robe. The forensic nurse examiner obtained 207 forensic photographs and submitted external genital, 

vaginal, anal, and buccal reference swabs to one of the BFS crime labs for rapid DNA analysis. 

 

A Chico Police Department detective assumed investigative responsibility and worked in close 

coordination with the Supervising Butte County Deputy District Attorney to build a case against Wilson. 

Victim advocates from the Victim Assistance Bureau of the Butte County District Attorney’s Office 

maintained contact with Betty throughout the criminal proceedings. These advocates answered Betty’s 

questions, attended court with her and provided other services. 

 

On January 11, 2024, Wilson was sentenced to a term of 25 years to life in state prison under California’s 

Three Strikes Law after pleading to one count of rape and admitting two prior violent “strike” convictions 

from 2003. Betty addressed the court at sentencing, describing the continued pain and trauma the rape 

caused. She thanked law enforcement and other responding emergency personnel for their assistance. 
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